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Congratulations on your new street tree! While it is not required, homeowners can be particularly helpful in a young trees growth by following the simple steps below. Help us protect this investment in your neighborhood and you will have years, or perhaps generations, of enjoyment from your new tree. 

1. The contractor has provided 2 - 3” of organic mulch with a 1” air gap between the trunk and the mulch. This gap prevents the bark on the lower part of the trunk from staying too wet. As the mulch depth settles and decomposes over time, residents may choose to continue adding mulch, or restore the area to soil and seed as they prefer. Should you choose soil and seed, please exercise caution when string trimming or using other power-tools around the trunk of the tree. 
1. Watering is critical. Just as many trees are lost to overwatering as to underwatering. Checking the moisture level before watering is done by inserting your finger through the mulch, 1-2” deep into the soil. If the soil sticks to your finger, do not water. This way, the roots will be able to breathe between waterings. A good rule of thumb is 10 gallons of water every 7 – 14 days, provided the soil is dry at the time of watering.
1. Change in weather conditions will change the need for watering, so always water based on soil moisture not on a pre-determined interval of time.
1. During periods of hot weather, the young tree may look a bit “wilted” during the heat of the day, but will recover at night. 
1. Please report insect and disease problems you may notice to the Village. Newly planted trees are more susceptible.

The Village of Germantown is dedicated to maintaining our urban forest to provide both aesthetic and environmental value to the community. Now that a new tree is planted, the expectation would be that its maintenance and care would be performed by village staff or a contractor working on behalf of the village. Should you be concerned or have questions about the trees condition, please feel free to contact the village directly.  With proper care your tree will develop into a beautiful addition to your neighborhood!
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